[Bone metastasis of hepatocarcinoma. Review of the literature, radiologic pictures and personal caseload].
Prognosis of patients affected with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) has been improved by the modern imaging techniques allowing an early diagnosis and by the value of the therapeutic protocols employed. Staging has also become more and more important. Bone metastases from HCC are reportedly rare. The authors observed a 5.5% incidence in 90 cases of hepatocarcinoma. The metastases were demonstrated by radiography, CT, and nuclear scintigraphy, in patients with skeletal pain. The plain film appearance of skeletal metastases from HCC was osteolytic in all cases; no surrounding sclerosis was seen. CT scans demonstrated the destructive nature of these lesions, which were associated with bulky soft-tissue masses. Metastases exhibited increased radiotracer (99mTc-MDP) uptake at bone scintigraphy. The authors believe that bone scintigraphy should be included in the staging protocols of the HCCs which need a potentially curative therapy.